
FAFSA Information (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) 

 

The FAFSA has undergone significant changes with the FAFSA Simplification Act.  Families 

are encouraged to learn about the changes and start to prepare for the 2024-2025 

FAFSA.  Even though the FAFSA will not become available by December 31, there are a 

few things you can do now! 

 

o Create a student and parent  FSA ID (FAFSA ID and Username) 

o Complete the CSS Profile.  Over 400 colleges and universities (mostly private 

institutions) require the CSS Profile to be completed in addition to the 

FAFSA.  The CSS profile opens on October 1.  Watch a video by Coalition 

Application on completing the CSS here. 

o Read and learn about Financial Aid.  Some great resources are linked below: 

▪ Youtube Videos from US Department of Education 

▪ Getting Ready for the Better FAFSA-  NCAN 

▪ SlideDeck from NACAC Conference 

▪ College Aid Pro 

▪ Are Net Price Calculators Reliable-  Webinar by Matt Carpenter 

▪ College Essay Guy Paying for College in Four Steps 

▪ College Vine- Financial Aid 

▪ Niche Financial Aid Resources 

▪ The Price You Pay for College by Ron Leiber 

▪ National College Attainment Network- FAFSA Tools and Resources 

o Understand the MSFAA:  The MSFAA allows qualified children of 

undocumented immigrants, who qualify for in-state tuition to apply and be 

considered for certain types of State need-based financial aid.  Click here to 

learn more about the MSFAA. 

o Explore the FAFSA Prototype:  Major changes are coming to the 2024–25 Free 

Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form. The FAFSA prototype offers 

you an advanced opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of the 2024–25 

FAFSA form user experience ahead of its release. 

o Visit the MHEC (Maryland Higher Education Commission) for state grants 

and scholarships including delegate and senatorial scholarships, community 

college promise scholarship, guaranteed access grant, academic common 

market. 
 

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/dear-colleague-letters/2023-08-04/fafsa-simplification-act-changes-implementation-2024-25
https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/mycoalition-counselor-all/css-profile-2023?&utm_source=counselors&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=mycoalition-counselor
https://www.youtube.com/@FSAOutreach
https://ncan-org.zoom.us/rec/play/BevB0hvWSQyCY-cW6LM4-ObkAWGHn_7ih3kVeTn0W9hXQspd3W9MOCwzcKOs7XboLEZqRfVYJQ1FoyCv.Rj3SYkP-Bt_aovs9?canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&continueMode=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fncan-org.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2F_vIPz30hbiLtU9ArW0KjnVf9537gz1JldNMItKxjQck9EisRAba3qBm9IDGmrU0V.iG4tNVdIzjrMfDW-
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p2OzXxdfAonlMiSJtfs_3huJ3Q5_FZXz/view
https://collegeaidpro.com/free-resources/
https://collegeaidpro.com/counselor-coffee-talk-9-13-23/
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/paying-for-college/home
https://www.collegevine.com/financial-aid
https://www.niche.com/blog/topics/financial-aid/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=the+price+you+pay+for+college&crid=ECCS2E384AOD&sprefix=the+price+you+pay+%2Caps%2C457&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-doa-p_1_18
https://www.ncan.org/page/better-FAFSA
https://mhec.maryland.gov/Pages/MSFAA-FAQS.aspx
https://mhec.maryland.gov/Pages/MSFAA-FAQS.aspx
https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/announcement-detail.jsp?id=fafsa-prototype
https://mhec.maryland.gov/preparing/Pages/FinancialAid/descriptions.aspx
https://mhec.maryland.gov/preparing/Pages/FinancialAid/ProgramDescriptions/prog_MDCommunityCollegePromiseScholarship.aspx
https://mhec.maryland.gov/preparing/Pages/FinancialAid/ProgramDescriptions/prog_MDCommunityCollegePromiseScholarship.aspx
https://mhec.maryland.gov/preparing/Pages/FinancialAid/ProgramDescriptions/prog_gagrant.aspx
https://mhec.maryland.gov/institutions_training/Pages/acadaff/commonmarket.aspx
https://mhec.maryland.gov/institutions_training/Pages/acadaff/commonmarket.aspx

